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Art Unit: 3753 

This office action is responsive to communications filed 1 1/07/2005. 
Claims 1-11 are pending. 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Floh et al. (US 6,848,471). 

Floh et al. discloses a fluid control valve (20), comprising: a truncated cone (24), 
having a first end (near (36)) and a second end, wherein said first end is larger than 
said second end; a retaining groove (delimited by (40)), proximate said first end of said 
truncated cone; a fluid groove (48) between said retaining groove and said second end 
of said truncated Cone; fluid manifold (internal bore in the truncated cone (24)) inside 
said truncated cone; a conduit (radial grooves connecting the groove (48) to the internal 
bore within (24)) connecting said fluid manifold and said fluid groove; and a hollow 
elastic cylinder (26), having a first end and a second end, and being sized to fit tightly 
over said truncated cone, wherein said first end lies tightly within said retaining groove 
and wherein said second end lies tightly against said second end of said truncated 
cone, thereby forming an annular nozzle between said hollow elastic cylinder and said 
truncated cone. The first end of the cone further comprises a threaded connector (near 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,580 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3753 

(34)) for connecting to a fluid source and a second connector (28) is disposed near the 
second end of the cone (24) for connection to a fluid circuit. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gerber (US 5,836,484) in view of Gerber (US RE. 34,243). 

Gerber'484 discloses a fluid control valve (10), comprising: a truncated cone 
(30), having a first end and a second end, wherein said first end is larger than said 
second end; a retaining groove (52), proximate said first end of said truncated cone; a 
fluid groove (46, 48) between said retaining groove and said second end of said 
truncated Cone; fluid manifold (34) inside said truncated cone; a conduit (40,42) 
connecting said fluid manifold and said fluid groove; and a hollow elastic cylinder (44), 
having a first end and a second end, and being sized to fit tightly over said truncated 
cone, wherein a portion proximate said first end lies tightly within said retaining groove 
and wherein said second end lies tightly against said second end of said truncated 
cone, thereby forming an annular nozzle between said hollow elastic cylinder and said 
truncated cone. The first end of the cone further comprises a connector (near (20)) that 
is threaded, for connecting to a fluid source. 

The patent to Gerber '484 discloses the claimed invention with the exception of 
explicitly disclosing the first end of the elastic cylinder to lie within the retaining groove. 
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The patent to Gerber'243 discloses that it is known in the art to provide a second 
end (30) of the elastic cylinder (28) to lie within the retaining groove (32) and also 
teaches (Col. 5, lines 45 - 48) that the particular means of sealing the cylinder (28) to 
the truncated cone (14) is essentially dependent on design considerations such as the 
fluid being dispensed and the type of materials being used. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Gerber '484 a means of sealing the elastic 
cylinder to the truncated whereby the first end of the elastic cylinder would lie within the 
retaining groove since such a design is taught in Gerber '243 as being essentially a 
design consideration. 

5. Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Gerber (US 5,836,484) and Gerber (RE 34,243) as applied to claims 
1,2,4, 5, 7, 8 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Floh et al. (US 6,848,471 ). 

The Combination of Gerber '484 and Gerber '243 discloses the claimed invention 
with the exception of explicitly disclosing the valve to comprise a second connector at 
the second end. 

The patent to Floh et al. discloses that it is known in the art to provide a second 
threaded connector (28) associated with a fluid valve (20) for the purpose of being able 
to effect a simple connection to the fluid being discharged from the valve. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in the combination of Gerber'484 and Gerber '243 
a second threaded connector at the second end of the cone for the purpose of being 
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able to effect a simple connection to the fluid being discharged from the valve, as 
recognized by Floh et aL 

6. Claims 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Gerber (US 5,836,484) and Gerber (RE 34,243) as applied to claims 
1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 and 11 above, and further in view of Tews (US 4,250,844). 

The combination of Gerber (US 5,836,484) and Gerber (RE 34,243) discloses 
the claimed invention with the exception of explicitly disclosing the elastic cylinders 
material to be capable of withstanding high temperature. 

Tews discloses the use of an elastic valve made of a material such as spring 
steel capable of withstanding high temperatures for the purpose of obtaining reliable 
performance in the environment where the valve is to be used. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in combination of Gerber (US 5,836,484) and 
Gerber (RE 34,243) an elastic cylinder made of a material capable of withstanding high 
temperature for the purpose of obtaining reliable performance in the environment where 
the valve is to be used, as recognized by Tews. 

7. Claims 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Floh et at. (US 6,848,471) as applied to claims 1 - 5, 7 - 9 and 11 above, and further in 
view of Tews (US 4,250,844). 

The patent to Floh et al. discloses the claimed invention with the exception of 
explicitly disclosing the elastic cylinder's material to be capable of withstanding high 
temperature. 
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Tews discloses the use of an elastic valve made of a material such as spring 
steel capable of withstanding high temperatures for the purpose of obtaining reliable 
performance in the environment where the valve is to be used. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Floh et al. an elastic cylinder made of a 
material capable of withstanding high temperature for the purpose of obtaining reliable 
performance in the environment where the valve is to be used, as recognized by Tews. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11 have been considered but are moot 

in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramesh Krishnamurthy whose telephone number is 
(571) 272 - 4914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
10:00 AM to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Keasel, can be reached on (571) 272 - 4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273 - 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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